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The Divinity of the Christian Religion proved from 
its wonderful establishment. 


To persuade the pagan world to receive a 
religion which obliges man to adore, as his 
Saviour and his God, a man executed on the 
cross! what a proposition to make to a world 
over-ruled by pride; to a world, in the eyes 
whereof, punishment has always, and ever 
will be more disgraceful than crime! in 
whose eyes the delinquent who escapes the 
punishment which he merits, almost always 
presérves the honour, which the innocent, 
who has suffered unjustly, has irretrievably 
lost! a world to which a man, executed on 
the cross, was, at that time, an object of con- 
tempt and horror! what must it have thought 
of a God, who had been condemned to, and 
had undergone so ignominious a death! It 
is a just matter of astonishment, how the 
world could have adored Jupiter, a man stain- 
ed with the crimes of adultery and incest; 
but it should be a matter of much greater 
astonishment, that it should adore Jesus 
Christ Crucified, inasmuch as a God charg- 
ed with crimes will be less revolting to hu- 
man pride, than a God overwhelmed with 
disgrace. 

The religion which was to succeed pagan- 
ism, from the enterprize of the apostles, was 
to oblige man to live in a state of constant 
warfare with his passions: those passions 
which corrupt man considers as the life of 
his soul, and the source of all his happiness: 
it commands humility, disinterestedness, chas- 
tity, repentance, forgiveness of injuries, and 
the love of our enemies: it enjoins man to 








consider the earth as a place of exile, and 
heaven as his country: to renounce, at least 
in his heart, all the good things of this world: 
those goods which he sees, He has constantly 
under his hands, and which seem to him to 
be so proportioned and adapted to his nature, 
that he has no heart but to desire, and no 
senses but to enjoy: to renounce, | say, goods 
which he knows, and with which he is ac- 
quainted, for those of a world to come, of 





be always sacrificed to the public tranquility, 
without a risk of any bad consequences re- 
sulting therefrom. 

Although it were denied, that the apostles 
performed miracles in order to convert all 
nations to the christian religion, which would 
be a denial of the most authentic historical 
evidence, yet it cannot be denied, that by 
demonstrating the falsity of idolatry, they 
prevailed on all people to abandon its preju- 


which he has no idea, and to arrive at which | dices, and by demonstrating the truth of the 


he must pass the confines of death, and sur- | 


mount all the horrors of the grave: for good 
things, which, in a word, have nothing con- 
genial to the eye that sees, the ear that hears, 
or to any thing that the heart or senses are 
susceptible of here below. 

Such is the religion that it was necessary 
to promulgate to the world, after having first 
detached them from the false deities, for 
which they had a devotion and zeal almost 
prodigious, as we have already shewn. It is 
an acknowledged fact, that, notwithstanding 
the objections which stood in their way, the 
apostles effected these two great points, so 
difficult, nay so impossible, not only to men 
such as they were, but to men of the most 
vast genius and talents, and supported by 
every human authority. They persuaded the 
world, first to abandon the worship of their 
false gods, and what was much more difficult, 
afterwards to receive the religion of Christ. 

How explain such a prodigy? Is it that 
that sublime genius and bold talents, could 
command and direct the destiny of na- 
tions; who were capable, at their will, to 
change the face of nature, and throw the uni- 
verse into commotion? such claims, on their 
part, are contradicted by history. It has 
been already mentioned, and it cannot be too 
much insisted on, that these men were ob- 
scure, simple, ignorant, and unassuming: 
without riches, authority, or credit: more 





capable of being seduced or imposed on 
themselves, than of imposing on others: of 
that description of men, who, being consid- 


ered as nothing in the eyes of the world, may | 


religion of Christ, they determined them to 
embrace it; such a revolution, effected with- 
out a miracle, as St. Augustine observes, 
would be the greatest of all miracles. 

The philosophy of our times, would incul- 
cate the belief, that chance, enthusiasm, or 
fanaticism, effected this change. What! the 
world converted to christianity by chance! 
how long shall we have to lament the per- 
verseness of human pride, which, when no 
longer capable of supporting paradoxes by 
fair reasoning, plunges into this chaos of ob- 
scurity, in order to avod the pursuit and con- 
viction of truth? 

How could chance have inspired the apos- 
tles with the determination of converting 
mankind, or mankind with that of adopting 
sentiments so contrary, to their long estab- 
lished opinions, and to the general dictates of 
nature? how came it, that chance was never 
disconcerted by any of those accidents, which 
for so many ages, threatened to destroy its 
grand enterprize? Is it usual, in matters of 
chance, that a project should be followed up 
during such a length of time, and amidst so 
many obstacles, with such constancy, and a 
perseverance so well adapted to obtain its 
end? how could chance struggle so long 
against all the power of monarchs, and all 
the prejudices of the people, so as at length 
to have subdued both! how, in a contest of 
so many centuries, could chance have con- 
stantly given the victory to ignorance and 
rusticity, over eloquence and science; to 
poverty over riches, to lowliness over great- 
ness, and to patience even in torments? how 
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could weakness have prevailed over force, or |throughout the whole Romanempire. There | 
the smallest number over the multitude? ina)being no security for them, they were an- 
word, how could twelve fishermen have pre-|noyed in every place, and in every mode.— 
vailed against all mankind? O power! Q/Their religion, which their persecutors did | 
wisdom of change! if chance has done all ‘hot deign to examine, was considered as ridi-| 
this, it is worthy of adoration, it should have |culous, impious, abominable, and pernicious 


been deified, and have usurped the place of 
the abandoned deities of paganism. 

What are the means that promise to en- 
sure success to great enterprizes? the elo- 


quence that persuades, the riches that seduce | 


and corrupt, the authority rank and credit 
that impose, and the force that subjects. Of 
none of these resources were the apostles 
possessed: they enjoyed no wordly conside- 
ration: they were men whose air, language, 
and manners, announced the abjectness of 
their birth aud condition: to see and hear 
them speak, was sufficient to excite disdain: 
as such the gospel depicts them, and it is 
universally acknowledged that such was their 
character. 

To engage the whole human race to adore 
aman, who died on the cross, and to adore 
him as their Saviour and their God; to per- 
suade the world to the acceptance of a reli- 
gion abounding with mysteries, which seemed 
contrary to reason, and with precepts which 
are in direct opposition to the passions and 
the.senses. Such was the task the apostles 
had undertaken. 

Could the most sublime eloquence, the in- 
genuity of the greatest philosophers, or the 
wisdom of the most profound statesmen, join- 
ed with all the power of the Cwsars, have 


afforded any hope of success, in persuading | 
mankind, in the state in which they were at! 


the time of the apostles, to adore a man who 


had expired on the cross, a punishment ex- | 
clusively reserved for the most infamous crim- 


inals? to adore him sincerely and from the 
bottom of their hearts, as the sovereign God, 
Creator of heaven and earth, and Lord of all 
things? What talents, what eloquence or 
power, could have induced all nations to re- 
ceive a religion given by this crucified Jew! 
a religion which imperiously commands man 
to believe what he does not comprehend; to 
hope, for he knows not what; to practice what 
he does not relish; to love what nature teach- 
es him to hate, and to hate what she teaches 
him to love; to renounce himself, and take up 
the cross. 


termined opposition of all the world, leagued 
against them and their doctrine. Persecu- 


tion was declared the day on which, for the | 


first time, they announced Jesus Christ in 
Jerusalem. We see in the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, that the Sanhedrim in full assembly, 
with the most dreadful menaces, repeatedly 
forbid the preaching of Jesus Christ; that 


they had them repeatedly scourged; that St. | 


James and St. Stephen were put to death; 
St. Peter put in chains; that every where the 


Jews forbid their preaching, and put all the | 


obstacles in their power against the conver- 
sion of the gentiles. 

The persecution which the apostles suffer- 
ed in Jerusalem and all Judea, was only the 
prelude to that which the whole world was 
preparing for them, and which immediately 
after burst forth in all its violence. 
man emperors, alarmed at the progress of the 
gospel, made use of every expedient to arrest 
its course. Penal laws were instituted, and 
the sword drawn against the christians 





to the human race. They were exposed, at 
the same time, to all the violence of public 
‘authority, and to the derision of individuals. 
The rage against them was unbounded.— 
Exile, imprisonment, confiscation, scourging, 
and every kind of disgrace, were only light 
essays of the evils for which they were re- 
served, and which their enemies did not delay 
to put in execution. Not satisfied with the 
infliction of the punishments which the law 
decreed against the most horrible crimes, 
such as tortures, the sword, the cross, the 
flames, and devouring by wild beasts, they 
invented a new and until then unheard of tor- 
ments, at the bare idea of which nature shud- 
ders. No person could escape—no respect 
was had for either the most illustrious birth, 
or the most distinguished virtue: no compas- 
sion felt for either tne most tender infancy, for 
all that was venerable in age, nor for all that 
was affecting in youth, beauty, or innocence. 
The pagans thirsted more for christian blood, 
than the ferocious animals to which they were 
exposed as prey. The punishment of a chris- 
tian, was the most agreeable spectacle that 
could be offered to their eyes. He was con- 
sidered as the most gratetul victim that could 
be offered up, to appease and deprecate the 
vengeance of their gods. 

According tothe prediction of Jesus Christ, 
public hatred attached to them in all places. 
The idolatrous friend denounced to the law his 
christian friend; the servant his master; the 
father his son, and the son his own father; wife 


the husband, and husband the wife. The| 


greatest enemics of the christians, were these 
who were connected with them by the nearest 
and dearest ties; or rather, from the moment 
that a man became a christian, he lost, in the 


owed him nothing but outrage and punish- 
ment. Notwithstanding, the christians, in- 
structed by the apostles, and encouraged by 
their example, sufiered every disgrace and 


torture, not only with patience but with joy; | 
not only without complaining of their perse- | 
The apostles had to contend with the de-| 


cution, but even blessed and prayed for their 
persecutors. Peace reigned in their hearts: 
there was a mild serenity painted in their 
countenance, and their tongues expressed 
songs of joyiuluess—they were heard, in the 
midst of the torments, thanking Jesus Christ, 
for his having judged them worthy of suffer- 
ing for his sake. They continued to pro- 
nounce his holy name, and they were consi- 
dered them to be dead, only when that ador- 
able name issued no longer from their lips. 
It would be supposed, that a persecution 


judgment of the pagan, all the privileges of 
human nature, so that they believed they | 
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from town to town, from province to province. 
Christians appeared in all places, in the coun- 
try, in the cities, in the army: they were 
found in the senate, and even in the palace 
of the Cesars. Upon more than one occa- 
sion, was presented the extraordinary specta- 
cle, of those, who were witnesses of the con- 
stancy with which tke martyrs endured the 
torments inflicted on them, offering themselves 
to the executioner, for the purpose of being 
immolated along with these holy victims.— 
The executioners themselves, were seen to 
prostrate themselves before the victims who 
had just expired under their blows, and bow 
their necks, in order to undergo by other 
hands the martyrdom which they had just in- 
flicted. The emperors, and with them the 
whole world, were struck with astonishment 
at so extraordinary a prodigy. 

These facts are attested by all historians: 
the cruelty of the Roman emperors, and the 
almost incredible patience of the persecuted, 
are facts universally agreed on. Rome, and 
all other towns of the empire, were so many 
theatres on which the faith of christians was 
brought to trial, and offered as a public spec- 
tacle, on which they obtained triumphs in the 
midst of tortures. The blood of the martyrs 
flowed so abundantly, that it may be said to 
have inundated the whole empire. It is an 
absurdity to say, that persecution began too 
late, and ended too soon, and that it was that 
that saved the christian religion from extince- 
tion. With christianity itself began persecu- 
tion, and continued until the reign of Con- 
stantine the Great, a period of three hundred 
years. It would seem as if it were the inten- 
tion of God to convince emperors, kings, and 
all the powers of the earth, that he had no 
occasion for their concurrence or assistance, 
in either establishing or maintaining his reli- 
tion: his omnipotent arm was sufficient. It 
was consistent with the glory of the Supreme 
Being,that they themselves should not be call- 
/edto the faith, until after they should be con- 
|vinced, by the experience of centuries, that 
although they had every power over chris- 
tians, they had none over christianity; and 
|that their vocation was more a grace exerted 
/in their favour, than any matter of advantage 
to his church. 
| Besides, that the apostles had, in the exe- 
cution of their enterprize, all human: obsta- 
icles to surmount, it may be added, that the 
means which they adopted for carrying that 
astonishing project into effect, were such as 
were most likely to produce a contrary effect, 
so as to bring imevitable ruin on themselves 
and their religion. 


| 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 
| 


} 
| 
|.4n account of the conversion of two young ladies 
| in England, from Quakerism to the Catholic 
| Faith. 





The Ro- | 


so general and atrocious, would have annihi-| About two years ago, an amiable young 


lated the christians, together with their reli- | person from the Society of Friends, went on 
gion. On the contrary, the more they were \a visit to a Catholic lady, who resides in the 
persecuted, the more they multiplied; perse-| Midland district. A holyday calling this la- 
cution itself became the means of giving |dy one morning to the holy Sacrifice of the 
strength and increase to the christian reli- | Mass, Miss G asked permission to go 
gion. Shedding the blood of one christian, | with her to the Catholic place of worship. 
became a fruitiul source from which sprung | She entered it with a mind in some degree 
thousands. One only spark caused, in spite| prepared for the devotion of that solemn 
of all the precautions taken for its extinction, | act of adoration; since the peculiar dis- 
a vast conflagration, which by degrees ex-|cipline of that people consists, in striving to 
tended over all parts of the empire: it spread | imitate the mental prayer and silent contem- 
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plation of the pious Catholic in his progress preme Deity upon earth; King of Kings, and 
towards perfection, Thus disposed, she fell) Lord of Lords.” This, , coming, too, 
the silence during Mass: and, instead of the from one calling himself your friend, was cal- 





barren stillness of her former conventicle, she | culated to wound most deeply the feeling 
found a rich refreshment of soul, and a sweet mind, and multiply the sorrows of a mother’s | 


spirit of piety and of prayer steal into her tender heart, ever tremblingly alive for her 
mind, and take possession of her heart. She dear children’s eternal welliare. 
returned with her friend, wondering at what | according to my wishes, shall I give you con- 


And how, | 


friend. And should you wish to be informed 
of our Spirituality, 1 can give you “ the Spi- 
| ritual Combat ” and the “ Imitation of Christ,” 
by Thomas a Kempis, &c. 

Were you to inquire intothe truth of what 1 
have said, you would find, that for every one 
which your friend can produce in evidence 
| against us, the Catholic Church can put forth 





she felt. 


ing a member of the Catholic Church. 
she mentioned—was instructed—and baptiz- 
ed. In the holy iunocency of the ‘‘ new 
creature,”’ amid the infusion of graces from 


She begged to go again; and then, | solation in your hours of melancholy medita-| 
again. And still with a new desire of becom- | tion and silent distress, but by assuring you 


on high into her soul, while the minister of) 


God performed the regenerating rite, the An- 
gels seemed to take her kindred spirit, and 
she appeared like one departing to bliss. 
But again recalled to the consciousness of 
her situation, her heart could not contain its 
spiritual joy. Often, and partieularly during 
the day of her baptism, would she hang on 
the arm of her Catholic friend, and exclaim— 
“oh! how happy?” This is no fiction, no 
exaggeration; but less than the reality, as 
they can attest who are acquainted with the 
circumstances. ‘To be brief,—for time will 
not allow me to say all that I wish—with her 
religion, her life was changed, Always ami- 
able amid her relatives, she became more so, 
by a more exact performance of every duty; 
and was seen more practically charitable to 
all within her sphere. Still she was _perse- 
cuted, and actually obliged to leave her pa- 
rents’ roof. Nevertheless, one of her family 
had viewed in silence the happy effects of 
true religion in her sister’s soul, and sighed 
for a participation. She made known her 
wish, and was advancing in instruction, when 
her mother, who had not ceased to lament 
her sister’s change, received a letter from no 
inconsiderable individual of her Society. To 
which the following reply was made. It is 
said to have been writen by a Priest, who is 
himself a convert from the Church of Eng- 
land. 

Mapam:—I have seen a letter sent to you 
by your friend, S. L. I am wholly unac- 
quainted with him; but if his letter breathe 
the spirit of your socicty, then have I hither- 
to been deceived in my opinion of the meek- 
ness and brotherly-love of those people dis- 
tinguished by the amiable name of ‘ Friends.’ 
I cannot believe it to be written with their 
spirit, since it is filled with assertions contra- 
ry to the truth, and injurious tous. Were 
he ignorant when he wrote, I pray that the 
light of heaven may beam upon his under- 
standing. But were he conscious of the cal- 
umnies which fell from his pen, then may the 
Almighty God forgive him! 

The perusal of your friend’s letter gave me 
additional, ,on youraccount. It might 
have been expected that your mind would 
naturally be uneasy and alarmed; because 
your children were leaving your religion, and 
embracing another concerning which you had 
received no experimental knowledge. Now 
your friend declares that this religion “ bears 
the marks of a false Church; and that its 
members are guilty of blasphemy and idolatry. 
Thev have (said he) not only succeeded hea- 
thea tome in the seat of empire; but have 
apustatized to her imagery and superstition,” 
&c. And in another place he says, that the 
Bishop of Rome, or chief Bishop of the 
Church, “‘has been styled a God; the Su- 











her hundreds and her thousands, who have 
fought with falsehood, and victoriously given 


This |that the religion which your children have | their lives for the truth. 


chosen is not false, BUT TRUE. And I| Do not, then, listen to one party alone. 
further do assure you, that its real members| Let the other tale be also told. Go question 
are not idolaters, but that they worship the One| some Catholic competent to solve your diffi- 
only true God, in spirit and in truth. Your! culty. Consider well his solution; and de- 
friend, who is out of this Church, has said cide your fate for afuture world. ‘ Seek and 
that it isa false Church. I, who am in it,| you shall find.” 
declare it to be the true one. Which of us| May the God of power protect your chil- 
will you think entitled to most credit on this dren, and lead them on in the path of perfec- 
important question? Perhaps your friend,tion. And may the Spirit of Truth bring 
may assert, that I being a member of this| you and your friend to the “ One Fold” un- 
religion, am more likely to be prejudiced in| der Christ, “the Good Shepherd.” 
its favor; and that therefore, my individual Yours, &c. 
declaration should not weigh so much with}. This letter had a happy effect on the mind 
you as his own. In reply, I do not hesitate | of her mother. The second daughter has 
to tell you, that from my infancy to the twen- | been brought to the “ Laver of regeneration,” 
ty-fifth year of my age, I constantly cherish-| and feels, with her eldest sister, that settled 
ed prejudices against this Church. It was| peace of mind, true consolation and spiritual 
after a close application to the study of its Joy, which are only to be found in the Catholic 
history, doctrine and discipline, that I Jost | Church. Orthodox Journal. 
these prejudics, and found it necessary for 
my salvation, to leave “the religion of my 
education,” and make myself a member of 
the Catholic Church. I did not, as you may 
suppose, proceed on declarations without 
reasons, or assertions without proofs, but on 
clear and well grounded conviction. The Calcutta, January 30th, 1829. 
work was awiful. It wasthe business of eter-| Sir:—The English Protestant Missiona- 
nity. And with eternity now opening before! ries in India, absolutely do nothing. I have 
my mind, standing as | do, under the all-see-| seen their principal establishment at Seram- 
ing eye of the God of truth, who shall | pore; they have erected a superb palace 
judge me for what | say, and you for the use/ there, to serve as a college, and two grand 
or abuse of what is said to you, I again as-| and elegant houses to lodge the Professors. 
sure you, that as our divine Head was slan-| They have likewise established an extensive 
dered and persecuted, declaring that such) printing house and paper mill; in short, they 
should be the lot of his faithful followers, so| have commenced as Missionaries, and have 
is our Holy Church falsely accused, and| finished as printers and paper manufacturers. 
unjustly subjected to persecution and penalty. | They have only twenty-five Indian scholars 
And still she is, and will be, the Pillar and} and nine mulattoes. Behold the result of their 
Ground of Truth. Let then the fears of your| success as apostles. They have been much 
troubled spirit vanish. Your children are | more carelul of their temporal interests. The 
safe, they have acted from the conviction of| first founders of the mission have by no 
their conscience. What prejudice could) means omitted to appropriate to themselves 
have so far conquered nature, as to cause! these fine establishments, and to secure them 
them to leave their friends, and parents, and/ {or their children after them, although they 
worldly prospects, for the purpose of enter-| had been erected with the money sent them 
ing a society called Idolaters and Blasphem-|by the Society of missions, at London, for 
ers, and of joining a Church persecuted and the sole purpose of propagating Christianity 
reviled? Surely none; but like faithful Abra-| in the Indies; still more, they have excluded 
ham, they have heard the voice of God; they|the Missionaries sent from England by the 
have seen the truth; and in the light of di-| Society, from all the temporal advantages 
vine Faith, they have gone forth from their| arising from them: which has been the occa- 
kindred, and thetr father’s house, and are come| sion of a schism between the ancient and mo- 
into the land which God has shewn them. Still| dern Missionaries, and the cause of a scan- 
your friend may say, but I can bring authori-|dalous lawsuit between the heads and the 
ties for my assertions. Yes, many have said| Societies of Missions, at London, who de- 
things as severe and as false against us as he. | mand from them an account of the use made 
But they have all been often answered. Andjof the immense sums transmitted to them, 
therefore it is useless for me to write over| and accuse them of having converted them 
again what has been a thousand times pub-/to their own use, and that of their children, 
lished to the world, and acknowledged to be| instead of expending them in propagating the 
the triumphs of truth, I would recommend to| gospel. To consider the matter merely in a 
your perusal, and will send you, (should your| temporal point of view, the Protestant Mis- 
friend wish to see them,) the “‘ Papist mis-re-| sionaries are members, who may be in some 
resented and truly represented.’ ‘“ Dr.| respects useful to society; and ifthey canen- 
Milner’s Letters to Dr. Sturges.” These} ly render a few ofthe slothful Indians labori- 
will give you an answer to the letter of your! ous and active, they will have effected some- 
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thing. But let them tell the truth and not de- | the Gospel, the Rt. Rev. Bishop preached to 


ceive, by false reports, the pious Societies in 
Europe, who send them money for any other 
object but that in which they employ it. In 
general, conversions to Christianity are very 
troublesome in the Indies; and who knows it 
better than you? The Indians are at present 
very well disposed to receive European in- 
struction. The Indians are very fond of hav- 
ing their children instructed in English, Geo- 
graphy, Natural History, etc.; but they do 
not suffer the Protestant Ministers to talk 
with them on Christianity. Those among 
them who are instructed entertain the same 
opinion of the superstitions of the country, as 
you andI. They profess pure deism, which, 
they say, is the primitive religion of the In- 
dies. It is these who are the most difficult 
to be converted to any other religion, if I can 
judge of them by the dispositions of my friend 
Rommohun-Roy, who professes the principles 
of the unity of a Supreme Being, and who 
endeavors to spread his doctrine among his 
compatriots. The Unitarian Indians who 
think with him have opened, not long since, a 
subscription for the erection of a temple to the 
adoration of a sole Supreme Being, and a 
simple and reasonable worship, in which eve- 
ry one can, they say, participate without re- 
nouncing their particular creed. 
f am, &e. &e. 

We have already had occasion to observe 
how far reason, not instructed by the light 
of faith, is incapable of preserving mankind 
from error in matters of religion. The con- 
duct of Rommahun-Roy confirms in the most 
striking manner, the truth of what we have 
just said. This Brahman has had sufficient 
sagacity to see the absurdity of Indian poly- 
theism; he presents himself to them as a re- 
former; he entices them to follow his exam- 
ple, and to come to adore with him the only 
true God in the temple which he is about to 
have erected in his house. But, at the same 
time, he leaves every one at liberty to attend 
to his particular creed: thus in going from the 
temple, dedicated to the Supreme Being, the 
Indians may offer their adorations to Vich- 
nou, and to all their unchaste divinities. 
What inconsistency! Poor human reason, to 
what mistakes are you not subject, when you 
attempt to conduct yourself in the paths of re- 
ligion by your false lights, and when you are 
not enlightened by the torch of revelation! 
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On Sunday, the 26th inst, the new Catho- 
lic Church iv Dover, New-Hampshire, was 
solemnly dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop 
Fenwick, to Almighty God, under the patron- 
age of St. Aloysius. Notwithstanding the 
unfavorable state of the weather, (for it rain- 
ed very hard during the whole morning,) the 
ceremony of dedication was performed amidst 
a crowded assembly, many of whom were of 
the most respectable inhabitants of the town. 
The Bishop was attended by the Rev. Mr. 
French during the ceremony, which was fol- 


lowed by a solemn Hicu-Mass. This was 


celebrated by the same Rev, Gentleman, At 





a very attentive and intelligent audience. 


The Choir was conducted by Mr. Unsworth, 


who is entitled to much praise for his exer- 
tions on this occasion,—and the voices were 


| Supported by a number of musical Instru- 
| ments, such as the Bass-Violin, the Bassoon, 


the Clarinet and Flute, with considerable ef- 
fect. 

In the afternoon, a number of choice hymns 
and other pieces were sung, which afforded 
| great satisfaction to all who heard them. A 
| prayer was then offered, after which a very 
impressive discourse was delivered by the 
Rey. Mr. French. This was succeeded by 
a collection which was taken up for the bene- 
fit of this infant establishment, and which, we 





are happy to learn, evinced great liberality 
on the part of those, that attended divine ser- 
vice on the occasion. 

The Catholic Church in Dover is delight- 
fully situated. It commands a very pretty 
prospect, and is at the same time sufficiently 
retired from the business part of the town, not 
to be incommoded by its noise and tumult; 
and sufficiently near, to be very convenient 
to the Catholic inhabitants. It is built in the 
modern Gothic style, and its interior finish 
does not in the least yield to its external 
handsome appearance. The sanctuary is 
laid out upon an improved plan, and is beauti- 
fully decorated;—the Altar is chaste and 
well proportioned;—and, the Tabernacle, 
which corresponds in style with the rest of the 
Church, is in every respect well executed. 
The whole appearance of the interior, in fine, 
when viewed from the door, cannot fail to 
leave a favorable impression upon the be- 
holder. There is adjoining this Church a 
House with a fine garden spot, sufficient- 
ly large for the accommodation of one or two 
Clergymen. 

We shall answer in our next, the unchari- 
table and illiberal remarks in the N. E. 
Herald and Christian Watchman, in relation 
to the hoped-for downfall of Porery, or the 











_|Mysrery Basyton, as the Editors of these 


Papers, are pleased politely to designate the 
Catholic Religion;—the venerable religion of 
eighteen centuries—a religion always pro- 
fessed by far the greatest majority and the 
most respectable portion of the Christian 
world; by the most illustrious Martyrs and 
and Saints of every age, such, for instance, 
as the Polycarps, the Justins, the Cyprians, 
the Augustines, the Jeroms, &c; and in mo- 
dern times, by a Thomas a Kempis, and a 
Xavier, a Fennelon and a Bossuet; and in 
our own days by a Matignon and a Cheve- 
reux, and last of all, by a venerable Charles 
Carrol of Carrolton, the only surviving sign- 
er of the Declaration of American Inde- 
pendence, 















INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following correspondence is selected 
from a collection of a number of pieces on 
various snbjects of religious controversy, 
which took place between the Rev. John 
Thayer, Catholic Missionary of Boston, and 
the Rev. George Leslie, a Protestant Minis- 
ter, and several other persons in the year 
1790. They appeared in the public papers of 
the day. Many of our readers will recollect 
that the Rev. Mr. Thayer was formerly a 
Protestant Minister of Boston, who went on 
a tour to Europe—being solely influenced, as 
he himself states, by political motives, and a 
desire of obtaining information, by becoming 
acquainted with the different languages, as 
well as with the manners and customs, the 
laws and governments of the principal Euro- 
pean nations, thereby to render himself more 
useful to his country. ‘ But God,” says he, 
“in the secret designs of his providence and 
mercy, had prepared for me advantages in- 
finitely more precious, by thus opening the 
way to my conversion to the true faith; which 
after the candid investigation and serious de- 
liberation, that an affair of so great impor- 
tance required, I became convinced of, and 
solemnly embraced in the City of Rome.” 
Having, after due preparation, received the 
holy Order of Priesthood, he soon after re- 
turned to Boston, his native place, which be- 
came the scene of his piety and labors in the 
cause of religion for several years. Inflam- 
ed with a holy zeal and sincere love for his 
brethren, whom he considered to be wander- 
ing in the shades of darkness and tossed 
about, as the Apostle expresses it, by every 
wind of doctrine, he desired, by every means 
in his power, to bring them back to the paths 
of unity and peace, and into the One Fold, 
under the guidance of the One Shepherd, by 
imparting to them the knowledge of that sa- 
cred treasure, which he himself had discover- 
ed. He accordingly gave notice, that for 
this purpose he would preach on the eve- 
nings of the week in the neighboring towns: 
if any person should desire to hear an expo- 
sition of the Catholic Faith, of which the ma- 
jority of the Americans had so mistaken an 
idea—That he would also undertake to an- 
swer the objections any gentleman should 
wish to make, either publicly, or privately, to 
the doctrine which he should preach, and 
promised, that if any one should convict him 
of being in error, he would make as solemn 
a recantation of his present belief, as he had 
done of the Protestant religion, in which he 
had been educated It was this notice, that 
gave rise to the above-mentioned controver- 
sy. We recommend the attentive perusal of 
the following selection to every sincere friend 
of truth, both for the candor and sincerity 
exhibited on the one side, and for the clear- 
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ness and strength of the arguments on the 
other, which are equally as applicable to the 
present time as when they first appeared. 


TO THE MAN WHO STYLES HIMSELF 
CATHOLIC MISSIONARY. 


Frienp,—Thou are always writing, or 
preaching in defence of thy religion. Thou 
art not content with doing this in the capital, 
but thou ramblest from State to State to pro- 
pagate thy tenets. I cannot, indeed, suspect 
thy sincerity; because thy doctrine is so un- 
popular, and thou makest so few proselytes, 


that great courage seems requisite to support 
ee UNG! sv wany discouraging circumstan- 
ces. 1 would not blame thy zeal, if it were 


according to knowledge, which I fear is not 
the case. 

Attend to a few remarks of a plain dispas- 
sionate man. I will not stab thee in the dark, 
by endeavouring to wound thy fame, as some 
who call themselves teachers of righteous- 
ness, have done, hereby tacitly acknowledg- 
ing that they are unable to answer thy man- 
ly challeage, and to oppose argument to ar- 
gument. 

ist. In the history of thine own conver- 
sion, and in thy controversy with Mr. Less- 
Lie, thou talkest a great deal about infalibil- 
ity; but Ido not see that thou settlest the point, 
where this great prerogative resides. 

2d. Thy Church requires a blind, implicit 
belief of her doctrines. This to me doth not 
resemble the conduct of the Apostles, whose 
doctrine she pretends to maintain. 

3d, Thou quotest as many texts in thy sup- 
port, as do our Protestant neighbors; but can 
we, unlearned, tell whether thou understand- 
est them right, since (as a writer somewhere 
says) ‘“‘A long and laborious study, an ac- 
curate and extensive knowledge of profane 
history, a correct and intimate acquaintance 
with the original languages, are requisite” for 
this purpose? 

4th. Thy church forbids to marry; and 
commands to abtain from meat.—This con- 
duct St. Paul calls ‘a doctrine of devils.” 
—1. Tim. iv. 3. 

5th. It appears to me that thy Pope is 
clearly pointed out as the man of sin, in 2. 
Thes. ii. 3. 4. 

6th. I am astonished, that, in the history 
of thy conversion, thou speakest of the mir- 
aculous cure of a Nun. Why, friend, mira- 
cles are ceased since the establishment of 
Christianity, and this age is too enlightened 
to believe such wonders. 

7th. Is it not an argument against thy re- 
ligion that Deism prevails most in Catholic 
countries? Yet this is a notorious fact. 

8th. I must think, that thy Pope will be 
shortly thrown down from his greatness, and 
his religion every where destroyed. What 
the National Assembly has already done, af- 
fords us a happy prelude to this joyful event. 


Thine in sincerity, SIMPLEX. 


P.S. If thou answerest in any rational 
way, I shall not reply; but if thine answer 
appear absurd, I will send thee as few line 
more, provided the Printer will correct a lit- 
tle of my grammar and spelling, which plain- 
ly discover that I am not much used to writ- 


ing. 








tHE CATHOLIC MISSIONARY’S repiy To 
SIMPLEX. 
Frienp,—I have read your plain objec- 


tions, and will answer them with plainness, 
in the order they stand. 


1. You say, Sir, that I have not yet deter-| 


mined where resides that infallibility which 
we attribute to our church. But you must 


have read very superficially indeed, not to) 


have seen this point nearly setiled.—I said in 
both the writings you refer to, (and I now re- 
peat it, lest the same objection should be ever 
made again) that “‘ the privileges of infallibil- 
ity resides in the body of Bishops, whether as- 
sembled or dispersed, united to the visible head, 
the Pope. 

2. You say, that the Apostles, whom we 
pretend to follow, did not, like our church, 
require a blind, implicit belief of their doctrines. 
I reply, in the first place, we do not require 
any more blindness of belief, than all other 
professors of Christianity. We wish that 
every man’s faith should be rational and en- 
lightened; that he should be first fully con- 
vinced that God has established an infallible 
authority on earth, to which all are obliged 
to submit in matters of religion, and that then 
he should never call it in question any more, 
than other Christians do those points which 
they believe divinely revealed. When once 
men are thoroughly convinced that infallibil- 
ity is a revealed doctrine, it is not blindness, 


but the height of reason, to submit to it.— 
Would not men be absurd and 6lind indeed, 


to believe that God has established for them 
an unerring guide, and commanded them to 
obey it, (and this is the faith of every Cath- 
olic) and then refuse to submit to it? It is 
no usurpation, then, on the part of the church 
to exact, nor blindness on the part of the faith- 
ful to pay, an entire submission. Protestants 
may accuse us, if they please, of weakness 
for holding an infallibility which they think 
not well proved; but they can mever call us 
blind, with any propriety, for submitting to 
an authority whichawe think the holy Scrip- 
ture holds out as an article of divine revela- 
tion. As well might the Socinian accuse us 
of blindness for holding the divinity of our 
Saviour, which we take to be divinely reveal- 
ed. But if, as you say, the Apostles did not 
require an implicit belief of their doctrines 
and submission to their orders, what then 
means their conduct after the decision of the 
council of Jerusalem? They sent Paul, who, 
accompanied by Silas, ‘‘ went through Syria, 
and Cilicia, confirming the churches; com- 
manding them to keep the precepts of the 
Apostles and the ancients.” (Acts xv. 41.) 
What means that extraordinary sentence of 
St. Paul: (Gal. i. 8.) ‘ Though we, or an 
angel from heaven, preach a gospel to you 
besides that which we have preached to you, 
let him be anathema?’ (or accursed) You 
must own, Sir, that the Roman church never 
required of her children a more implicit be- 
lief thanthis. If St. Paul had been a Pro- 
testant, he would, on the contrary, have ad- 
vised the Galatians to examine any new doc- 
trines which might be preached to them, and 
to receive them if they appeared better than 
his. So far is he from this, that he makes it 
a sufficient reason for rejecting them with 
contempt, if they varied in the least from what 
he had taught. 


as many Scripture texts in my support as my 
protesting neighbour; but the unlearned, you 
say, cannot tell whether I understand them 
right or not. This doubt, Sir, must forever 
remain in the minds of those who admit no 
other interpreter of the Bible than their own 
judgment. But for us, who regard the sense 
which the church puts on the sacred books 
as infallible, we have no such doubts. That 
‘a long and laborious study, an accurate 
and extensive knowledge of profane history, 
a correct and intimate acquaintance with the 
original languages, are requisite’? to a com- 
plete understanding of the sacred volumes, I 
readily admit. But, whoever was the author 
of that passage, (for I know not) he admira- 
bly corroborates by it the necessity of a liv- 
ing authority to explain the Bible, since very 
few indeed possess all the qualifications there 
marked out for so great a task. 

4. You say, that St. Paul calls the prohi- 
bition to marry, and the command to abstain 
from meat, a doctrine of devils. (1 Tim. iv. 
3.) Common sense, one would think, must 
suggest, that the Apostle speaks of something 
very different from the Catholic doctrine, 
which is, that, for greater mortification, it is 
sometimes good to abstain from those meats 
which most pamper the flesh; and that, from 
the same principle of self mortification, as 
well as for God’s glory, and the greater ad- 
vantage of men, it is good that a certain num- 
ber of men and women should live unmarri- 
ed. There is surely no Protestant, who, 
when popery is out of his mind and he forgets 
the interest of party, will not readily allow 
the propriety of both these points. Common 
sense, then, and charity to the largest socie- 
ty of Christians on the globe, would incline 
every candid man to look out for some other 
application of the words of St. Paul. This 
application is easily and very peng made 
(and in fact was always made by the Fathers 
of the church) to the Gnostics, Encratites, 
Marcionites, Manicheans, &c. who arose in 
or about the time of the Apostles. Those 
sectaries condemned marriage, flesh-meat, 
&e. as, bad in themselves, oak as proceeding 
from an evil principle. This doctrine, which 
makes Satan the author of visible creation, 
and of the marriage union, is most certainly 
devilish. But our church holds no such ten- 
ets. With us marriage is not only esteemed 
good and honourable, but is even a holy sa- 
crament. Our church, indeed, judges that 
matrimony is incompatible with the faithful 
discharge of the duties of the priestly and 
monastic life, and therefore forbids any to 
embrace it, who do not find themselves able 
to submit to celibacy. Are there not like- 
wise many employments in Protestant univer- 
sities, colleges, families, &c. which cannot 
be filled by married persons? Would it be 
fair in us to conclude thence, that Protes- 
tants teach the doctrine of devils, by forbid- 
ding those persons to marry? No, surely; 
for they, no more than we, compel any one 
to accept those offices for which a single life 
is a necessary condition. If certain more 
nourishing meats are forbidden on days of 
fasting and humiliation, this is not done from 
a belicf that they are bad in themselves, (as 
is clear from our permission of the very same 
meats on other days) but by way of self de- 
nial and mortification. On those days it is 
not the meat, but the transgression of the 








3, You aknowledge, my friend, that I cite 





precept, that defiles the conscience. v 
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christian will dispute, I presume, whether, or | sion of knowledge than in former times. But| French Deists, such as Voltaire, Rousseau 
not, there may be sometimes wise reasons for are there now better poets, orators, painters, | D’Alembert, &c. that they have borrowed 
prohibiting a good thing; since God himself sculptors, musicians, &c. than in the days of their strongest arms, and most plausible ar- 
forbade our first parents, as a test of their the ancients? I leave it to the learned to dis- | guments, against Christianity from the works 
obedience, to eat of a certain fruit; since Mo-| cuss this question; for I do not mean to en- of Shaftsbury Hobbs, Chubb, &c. all British 
ses forbade swine’s flesh to the Jews; and the | ter into any debate on such subjects, to which | subjects. It a also as well enue to ever 
apostles, “ blood and things strangled,” to/I profess myself totally unequal. But Ihave one, who has the least acquaintance with 
their first converts. Yet all those things are | always understood, that the heighth of the | Europe that France I which borders the 
good, in themselves, and to be used, at pro-| ambition of modern artists is, to imitate, in | nearest to England i, of all Catholic coun- 
per times, with thanksgiving. These obser-| some degree, the masterpieces of antiquity. tries, the most infected with deistical tenets 
vations, I think, plainly show, that the words | It is for this purpose, that they croud Rome, | ‘ ‘the ] 
of St. Paul are no way applicable to the Ca-| and other parts of Italy, where there are any Assembly has done to “ throw down the Pope 
tholic church. fragments of the great masters. I am_will- from his greatness,’ you seem to be exceed- 
5. It appears to you, Sir, that our Pope is|ing, however, to grant, that the moderns ingly rejoiced. Martin Lurner also, in his 
clearly pointed out in 2 Thess. ii. 3, 4—But| stand upon the heads of the ancients, who | day, exultingly predicted the fall of that dig- 
Grotius, Dr. Hammond and many other learn-! are but pigmies compared to us, and that our ‘nified character and was sou to see the av- 
ed Protestants thought very differently, and capacities are greater than theirs, in propor | complishmciut urhis prodictivu. But, instead 
even refuted and ridiculed this idea. I will|tion to the distance that separate us from) of falling, his empire increased; for while 
here add a short passage from Doctor Hey-|them. I grant all this, if you please, as to | that apostate, with his adherents, was seduc- 
lin, (a most rigid Presbyterian) to show that|/every thing but the science of religion.—|ing the tepid and corrupted Catholics from 


8. When you speak of what the National 


he applied this text to the Grand Turk, in-| With respect to this, I should be glad to be 
stead of the Pope. “If,” says he, “ his sit-| informed what new discoveries have been! 
ting in the temple of God be an assured di-| made in modern times. I am sure, that the 
rection to find out the Anti-Christ, we may |jaring opinions which distract the different 
as well look for him in the temple of St. So-| sects of Dissenters, are all, with a very few 
phia at Constantinople, which is now a Turk-| exceptions, the renewal of old errors, which | 
ish mosque, as in St. Peter’s church at Rome, | have been exploded in some of the early ages 
which is still a Christian church.” | of Christianity. | 


their subjection to the holy See, zealous mis- 
sionaries, in several parts of the world, es- 
pecially in Japan, were converting the hea- 
thens by thousands. What happened then, 
is taking place now; for almost all Cochin- 
China, with the King at their head, has been 
lately added to the Roman church; and the 
bishops and priests who are now in China, 


In order to remove your unjust prejudices} Now, let us come tothe miracles. Facts, though pretty numerous, are unable to satis- 
against the Pope, be pleased to weigh the! Sir, are facts, in an enlightened, as well as in| fy the eagerness with which the inhabitants 
following remarks: ‘an ignorant age; and the proof of facts,!demand instruction in the doctrines of our 

A. Antichrist, the man of sin the son of per-| which we have not seen ourselves, is always|church. Even in this land, thanks to our 
dition, the opposer, (0 anlikeimenos) is, accord-| the same, that is, human testimony.—But, in truly enlightened general government, which, 
ing to all the ancients, to be one particular| an enlightoned age, like our’s false miracles | in every quiet subject sees a useful member 
man, and not a succession of men. This is are with more difficulty imposed on the world, | of society, let his religious profession be what 
evident from the apostle’s frequent repetition | because of the facility of detection. Yet at it may, even here, from North to South, we 
of the Greek article, 0, which answers tothe this very time our church proposes to the | have made the most rapid increase since the 
English definite article, the. 2. He is to! public an infinity of miracles, and at Rome,| peace. All attempts to overthrow the Pope 
come a little before the general judgment. |the resort of the curious and inquisitive of | will be vain. For he presides over that 
3. He will not only deny the Saviour, but) all nations, Protestant and Catholic; Rome, | church, against which Jesus Christ, truth it- 
will pretend that himself is the Messiah, and| where open and hardy discussion, even in self, has declared, that “ the gates of hell 
will cause himself to be adored as God. Dhd | frequented coffee-houses, is as free asin any | shall never prevail.” The Pope still retains 
any Pope ever usurp this sacrilegious honor? | other part of the world, (for this I appeal to| over Catholics all that authority, with which 
On the contrary, do they not call themselves | all persons who have been upon the spot) and | they believe him invested by the Saviour of 
the Vicars of Jesus Christ, pay adoration to| she defies the most scrutinizing critics to in-| mankind. Temporal advantages are merely 





him, and take the humble title of, “ servant | validate their truth. If‘such facts are not to 
of the servants of God?” 4. Antichrist is to| be believed, there is an“end to human faith, 
reign only three years and a half; is to kill| and, consequently, all history is sapped by | 
two prophets; is to set a mark on the fore-|the foundation. I had, Sir, as much evi-| 
heads of his followers, &c. I believe, Sir,| dence of the supernatural cure of the Nun I) 
you would find it a task to apply all these,| mentioned in my conversion, as I should re-| 
and several other particulars, which I could| quire for any interesting event. Half the | 
mention from Scripture, to the Pope, the man number of witnesses I examined, would be | 
whom we venerate as the vissible head of the | more than sufficient, in any court of justice, | 
Christian church. to deprive a criminal of his life. But every | 
6. You express axtraordinary astonish-|thing of a religious kind is suspected, if it| 
ment, that, in the history of my conversion,| comes from Catholics—When we sce Pro-| 
I should mention any miraculous cures in| testants refusing credit to accumulated human 
this enlightened age. You add, that mira-| testimony on public and momentous facts, we | 
cles have ceased since the establishment of|are not surprised, that some of their own 
Christianity. On this addition, I shall only | writers have undertaken to prove false all the 
remark, that I have frequently read and/| miracles of the gospel. They are, at least, 
heard the same objection; but never knew! more consistent than their brethren. They 
any one attempt to prove it. As then, it is | reason thus:—* The Roman church boasts 
advanced without proof, I shall take the lib- | of miracles as great as those recorded in the 
erty to deny it in the same manner. How-/ gospel, and proves them by numerous com- 
ever I defy any one to prove it from Scrip- | petent witnesses. We reject these; there- 
ture, which alone, you know, is the Protes-| fore, to be consistent, we must also reject 
tants’ rule of faith, You wonder that I| those of the gospel, which equally lean on 
should mention miracles in this enlightened | human testimony.” 
age. I have nothing, Sir, to say against the); 7. You urge, as an objection against my 
age. On the contrary, I feel happy, that it is | religion, that Deism prevails most in Catholic 
my lot to live at such an eventful period. I|countries; and this you say is a notorious 
readily grant, that we know more than our| fact. On my side, Sir, I assert it, as a no- 
forefathers in poltics, natural philosophy, and | torious fact, that Deism prevails least in Ca- 
in many of the useful arts of life. 1 will al-|tholic countries. It is well known to every 








low also, that there is a more general diffu- | one, who is conversant in the writings of the 


accidental, and increase, or diminish accord- 
ing to the greater, or less degree of affection 
borne to religion by Catholic princes. Should 
the Pope lose al his territories, and become 
a subject as he once was, and as most other 
bishops now are, he would still be revered 
and obeyed as the head of the church, the suc- 
cessor of St. Peter, and vicar of Jesus Christ 
on earth, 
JOHN THAYER, Catholic Missionary. 

(Mr. THAYER begs that all printers, who may have 

inserted Simplex into their Gazettes, would be impar- 


| tial enough to give a place to his reply; for if their pa- 


pers give only one side of a question, they will be vehi- 


| cles of prejudice, not of light and liberality.] 


From the U. 8. Catholic Miscellany. 
ROME..—.May 20. 


On the 16th was the Sunday V. after Eas- 
ter; the Pope summoned to the Quirinal pal- 
ace Cardinal Albani, pro-pretect of the con- 
gregation of rites, and Cardinal Odescalchi, 
reporter in the case of the canonization of the 
blessed Ligouri, Messrs. Fatali, Secretary of 
the congregatioa, and Pescetelli, promoter of 
the faith were also present. The holy father 
published through the Secretary « decree to 
the effect, that there is nothing to prevent 
their: proceeding to the canonization of the 
blessed man. ‘The celebration is expected 
to occur before long. As you might wish to 
have a copy of the decree, I transmit it. 
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DECREE. 

Amongst the workmen whom the heavenly 
father hath uniterruptedly sent to cultivate 
his vineyard, the blessed Alphonsus Maria de 
Ligourt labored exceedingly for the instruc- 
tion of the people by his discourses and his 
writings. Having in early youth quitted the 
entanglements of the world, he instituted the 
congregation, styled ‘“‘ Of the Holy Redeem- 
er;’’ subsequently having become a bishop, 
as an excellent pastor he shone with heroic 
virtues. Those virtues to which have been 
superadded miracles after his death; and 
which appeared to be a divine testimonial in 
his’ favor, caused him to be regarded special- 
ly at our altars. 

But subsequently to his beatification, new 
miracles having occurred through his inter- 
cession; the sovereign dispenser of all good 
hath thus manifested, that the glorions Pon- 
tiff ought to be more elevated, and that the 
name and the honor of Saint should be grant- 
edto him. Ofthose new miracles two have 
been specially examined with the greatest 
care, and our holy father Pope Pius VIII. 
by a decree dated on iii. of the nones of De- 
cember 1829, hath approved of them. 


A new church of brick 70 feet by 48 was |tual Director of 
commenced in last July, in the vicinity of phatically 


Baton rogue, by the Rev. Anthony Blanc, 

who has been generously aided by the Pro-| Church, to hear Mass, should, without hesi- 
testant population, and such is the progress |tation, quit his employment, and depart from 
already made, that expectations are enter-|the place.’ 
tained of its being completed and neatly de- 


corated by the end of this year. 


their eternal welfare, em- 
| concluding.—‘ That whoever at- 
tempted to go to hear him preach, or to the 


Oh horrid thought! in tyrant days esteem’d, 
And now by none but low weak minds conceiv’d. 


| 
| 





INCREASE OF CATHOLICS IN ENGLAND. It would be a matter of gratification to all, 

At the Anniversary of the Baptist Irish t© know, how this little Gentleman Carpenter 
Society, Lieut. Gordon stated that the steam-| Would feel, if under similar circumstances 
boats from Ireland continually bring over | With some of those poor men that he so char- 
crowds of Catholics to England, and wherev- \itably ordered out of his employment, or 
er a hundred were collected, there a priest | More properly speaking, the employment of 
was sure to find his way; and the conse-|the Government: for adhering to those that 
quence was, that as he found his own congre- | @re styled the light of the world, Math. 5. 
ane too ate to —— my ne aot ae - ‘go ; oe what would it bay em ed 
making converts as fast as he could; and it| art a lew years ago, when Carrying his 
was in this way Catholicism had been gaining | bundle of tools through the streets of Mon- 
fast on the Protestant church in England. 'treal, to earn a livelihood for himself and his 
He made a tour through Lancashire last | family, if ordered out of employment, for ad- 
year, and had gained some interesting infor- | hering to the advice of his spiritual director, 
mation on this subject. In Preston, in the | @d attending to the Kirk of his Country. 
year 1821, there were but 3,000 Catholics, | 
but in 1829, they had increased to 11,000; | 
and while he was at Manchester, there were | 


Rich in the earnings of his injured poor, 
He now exults—their Creed he can’t endure. 





Nevertheless, as it is an ancient usage |53 Protestants waiting for the arrival of the 
that there should be a general meeting of the | Catholic Bishop to confirm them. In the 
congregation of rites, for the purpose of as-| parish of Carrington, in Devonshire, out of a 
certaining, whether after the examination of) population of 900, there had lately been 200 
the two miracles which have occurred sub-| converts to the Catholic religion; and in 





sequent to the beatification, there can safely 
be a process to solemn canonization: the Car- | 
dinals and other members of the congrega- | 
tion, did meet on xii. of the kalends of May 
of the present year at the Quirinal, and did 
unanimously declare in the presence of his | 
holiness, that there might safely be a process | 
to the canonization. 

The holy father was of the same opinion, | 
but previously to confirming the request of the 
consultors, his holiness kindly exhorted them | 
all to petition heaven for light to direct him | 
in the judgment which he should pronounce. | 

He resolved to give judgment at the time | 
when the Church commemorates the appear- 
ance of our Redeemer, the victor over death 
and hell, to his disciples, and commanded 
them to teach all nation; a precept which the 
blessed Ligouri carried through life into prac- 
tice. 

On this Sunday, therefore, the fifth after 
Easter, having offered the holy sacrifice; hav- | 
ing summoned to the Quirinal, the Cardinals, | 
Joseph Albani, Secretary of State, pro-pre- 
fect of the congregation of rites, and Charles 
Odescalchi, reporter of the case, together 
with Virgil Pescetelli, promoter of the Faith, 
and the undersigned Secretary; his holiness 
pronounced that there might with safety be 
proceedings had to the solemn canonization 
of the blessed Atruonsus Maria pve Li- 
GOURI. 

His holiness hath ordered that this decree 
should be published, and be preserved with 
the acts of the congregation of Rites, and that 
apostolic letters should be drawn up respect- 





ing the canonization which should be cele-| p 

brated at the proper and accustomed time, in 
the basilic of the Vatican. 

Given on the xvii. of the kalends of June 
(16th May.) 1830. 


[Signed.], 


J. Carp. ALBAN}. 


Blackburn, the priest, who, when he first 
came, had been content to say Mass in his 
parlor, now had two large chapels, and a 
congregation of 7,000 persons; and it was 
reckoned, that within the lordship of Stony- 
hurst, seven-eighths of the population were 
Catholics. 





POPULATION OF VIENNA. 
IMMORALITY OF POPERY!!!! 


According to the official returns, it appears 
that in 1829, Vienna contained 289,785 in- 
habitants, of whom 142,654 were men, and 
147,131 women. During the whole year, 
there was not a single person condemned to 
capital punishment. tb. 





FROM THE MONTREAL VINDICATOR. 


Sir,—By affording the following attack on 
Catholics, a place in your much esteemed 
paper, you will highly compliment a number 
of the Inhabitants of Kingston. 

Desinant 
Maledicere, malefacta ne noscant sua. 
Ter. Prol. ad Andr 

Let them cease to speak ill of others, lest 
they hear of their own misdeeds. 

This unprecedented and unmerited attack 
against the Civil and Religious Liberty of 


the Rideau Canal, and within six miles of 
the Town of Kingston, on Tuesday the 31st 
of August by a Scotch Presbyterian Me- 
chanic, who is superintendant of the Gov- 
ernment works of that place, by name R 








evening of the above date, collected togeth- 
er the laboring workmen of every donomina- 
tion in his employment; and from an emi- 
nence, addressed them in a long inveterate 











J. G. Fatali, Secretary to the Cong. of rites. 





speech against their adherence to the Spiri- 


Catholics, took place at Kingston Mills, on| 


This mushroom Gentleman, designated by | 
the appellation of the Scotch Dwarf, on the | 


Under the mask of Charity, this Charita- 
ble man imposes a Tax on the Tradesmen 
and Labourers under his charge, of 2s. 6d, the 
former, and is. 6d. the latter, per month, for 
a Doctor’s attendance once a week; for which 
visit, he receives six dollars. A few dollars 
more are expended on some simples in the 
way of Medicine; and the remainder of tho 
money is supposed to go towards the pur- 
chase of Scotch Kail for the worthy man’s 
family. 

Meritorious Charity this indeed! Charity 
incompatible with the principles of every ex- 
alted mind, and in direct opposition to equity 
and justice. It long has been the wish of the 
greater part of the people, that a reformation 
in this point might take place; that their 
funds might be under the care of a President 
and Committee, chosen for that purpose: and 
| that they might be at the liberty of choosing 
|their own Doctor. But this liberty is abso- 
jlutely deny’d. Is not this tyranny without 
jexample? Is it not the hereditary right of 
| every man to dispose of his earning as he 
thinks proper? and why then not free to as- 
| sign it to those purposes best adapted to his 
inecessities? The subscriptions which they 
‘collect towards the support of their Pastor 
‘and Religious Institution, are paid through 
'maledictions on the head of the Charitable 
| Subscriber. The Settlement of the discharg- 
|ed Labourer, is written on his heart, in char- 
|acters never to be obliterated, when he de- 
| parts from this Office and Store of extortion. 

Mr. Editor, such is the probity and huma- 
\nity of this Gentleman Carpenter, who com- 
mands his workmen to fly from the consoling 
| advice of their Pastor:—To depart from their 
\little habitations with families exhausted by 
‘fever and ague, and all for asserting their 
rights and religious principles, and professing 
the Religion of their Fathers. 








| 








I would rather houseless roam, 

Where freedom and my God may lead, 
Than be the sleekest Slave at home, 
Or crouch unto the tyrants’ creed. 


A PLOUGHMAN. 
Kingston, Sept. 8th, 1830. 
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THE JESUIT: 


Vor. Th, 





THE TRUE CHURCH. 





[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 31—no. 4.] 

OF THE CONTROVERSIES OF THE ANABAPTISTS. 

The Anabaptists are divided into various 
kinds.—1. Some are called Cathari, that is, 
pure from all sin. These omit the following | 
words of the Lord’s Prayer.—Forgive us our | 
trespasses. 2. Tacit Anabaptists, becaase, 
when interrogated concerning their religion, 
they remain silent, and as it were, struck with 
astonishment. 3. Enthusiasts, who boast, 
that they converse with God, and are enligh- 
tened with celestial visions. 4. Libertines, 
who make the liberty of Christian to consist 
in denying subjection to any political prince, 
or magistrate. 5. Mennonites, so called, from 
one Menno a native of Friesland. There 
are many others, under various names. The 
doctrines which are common to all, or pecu- 
liar to some of these sects, that come under 
the general term, a are compris- 
ed under the following heads. 1. That there | 
is no such thing as original an 2. That in- 
fants are incapable of Baptism. 3. That 








there ought to be no political magistrates | 


4. That Christians are 
prohibited from engaging in war. 5. That 
every kind of oath is prohibited. 6. That 
Polygamy is lawful. 7. That Matrimony 
can be dissolved on account of a difference 
of Religion. 8. That the souls of the just 
become extinct after departing this life. All| 


among Christians. 


which principles are false, as we shall shew | 
in the following chapters. 


CHAPTER I. 
OF ORIGINAL SIN. 


. The Anabaptists, with the Pelagians of | 


ol, deny that Infants are born infected with 
original sin. But evidently in opposition to 
the plain declaration of the Scripture, Psalm 


30. 7. Behold Iwas conceived in iniquily and | 
in sin did my Mother conceive me. Rom. | 


5. 12. By one man sin entered into this world, 
and by sin, death: and so death passed upon all 
men, in whom all have sinned again. Eph. 2 
3. We were by nature children of wrath, even 
as the rest. 

2. First objection—Is taken from that of 
Ezechiel 18.20. The Son shall not bear the 
iniquity of the Father: Therefore, although 
Adam sinned, yet his sin should not be im- 
puted to his posterity. Answer. The Son 
will not bear the iniquity of the Father, unless 
he should be a partaker of the sin of the Fa- 
ther. But he can be a partaker in two ways: 
First, should he imitate the sin of the Father. 
In this sense it is said in Exod. 20. 5. Iam 
the Lord thy God, a jealous God visiting the 
sins of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate 
me. Secondly, should the will of the child 





be included in that of the Father, as the) ‘the Apostles the following wrdor: esi, 
Head, or the Principal of the whole posteri- | struct them in the faith. 
In this sense we are partakers of the|3. To teach them to observe the command. 
sin of Adam—Vide Augustin. lib. 3. de peccat.| ments of God. Which order cannot be ob- 
served in regard to infants. 
3. The second objection is taken from Rom. | That those who are reprobate should not be 


ty. 
meritis et remiss. cap. 7 
4.15. Where there is no law, neither is there 


But infants have no Jaw, nor 
Therefore they have 


| transgression. 
knowledge of the law: 
Answer. 





no transgression. 


baptized: but many infants are reprobate:— 
Therefore they should not be baptized. We 
\answer, that by a similar argument, it could 


The law which | be proved that many adults should not be 


To in in- 
2. To baptize them, 


Tt is objected: 





was given to Adam in Paradise, Of the tree | baptized—because many adults also are +te- 
of knowledge of good and evil thou shalt not | probates. 


> 





eat, was also given to his posterity. And)" 
since he transgressed this law, in him, his | 
posterity also have transgressed according to | 
the Apostle, in whom all have sinned. | 
| 
| 
| 


CHAPTER If. 
OF THE BAPTISM OF INFANTS. 


. The Anabaptists maintain that infants | 
are imi of Baptism, and therefore | 
should not be baptised. This they prove in| 
in the following manner:—They alone are) 
capable of Baptism, who are capable of doc- | 
trine and faith: for Christ required those w ho| 
were to be baptized, stinging to be taught | 
and to believe. Math. 28. Going there- | 
|fore teach ye all nattons: bee tzing them, Sc. 
Again, Mark 16. 16. He that believeth oo is | 
baptized, shall be saved, But infants on ac- | 
count of defect of age, are incapable of being | 
taught the truths of rehgion, and of believing | 
\in them: consequently are incapable of Bap-| 
_. 

. We assert the contrary, that they are | 
Busi of Baptism, and can lawfully be bap- | 
\tized.—First, because they are capable of} 
justifying grace, as is evident in the case of | 
St. John the Baptist, who was sanctified in | 
his mother’s womb. Luke 1. 15. Therefore | 
ithey can, through sanctifying grace be freed | 
from original sin. Therefore are capa-| 
ible of a remedy against original sin: conse- | 
quently of Baptism.—Secondly, it is evident | 
from the Scripture, that entire families were 
baptized, among which, it is probable, there | 
were some infants. Acts 16. 15, 33. and 1. 
Cor. 1.16. Thirdly, it is certain, that it nes 
always invariably been the custom in the} 
Church to baptize infants. Hence St. Au-! 
gustine writes, (lib. 10. de Genesi cap. 23.) | 
The custom of the Mother Church in baptizing | 
infants should by no means be dispised, nor in| 
any manner considered superfluous, for it would | 
not have been believed, were it not of Aposiolic | 
Tradition. Again, (in lib. 2. de peccat. mer-| 
iis et remiss. cap. 26.) he expressly says, that | 
the Pelagians did not presume to deny the) 
Baptism of infants, which they saw practised 
every where in the Universal Church. 

3. Neither can it be inferred, that they 
are incapable of doctrine and faith. Since 
Christ spoke of adults alone, when he said— 
Going, teach al) natwns. He prescribed to | 


















PO Ere. 


T = E I nN F I DE E kL . 
BY J. W. PFEIL. 
There is no God, the unbeliever cries; 

By chance alone my spirit here was sent; 
My powers in present joy I’ll exercise; 

And scorn the thought of after-punishment. 

In ev’ry heedless pleasure, every crime, 
Whate’er he thinks to happiness. nay tend, 
He spends, he dissipates his precious time, 
For death he deems his everlasting end. 
And is he happy ? Seeks he not in vanr 
For bliss ? Must not Iris ev’ry appetite 
Indulg’d, nor aught enjoyment to obtain 
Too vile be deemed, felicity excite ? 
Behold, beneath that laughing lip so gay, 

A lurking something fur—ah far—fiom joy! 
Oh! could’st thou but that bosom open lay, 

The secret feelings which that heart employ— 
Then soon would cease the question of surprise! 
Why flies the youthful cheek the healthful bloom ? 
What dims the sparkle of those fading eyes, 
And clouds e’en pleasure with a shade of gloct? 
When one by one his dearest fiiends are gone; 

When still surviving he remains alone; 

How sad his state! His prospect how forlosn! 

No fature life!—all are for ever flown. 
Behold him when the hoary frost of years 

Is thinly scattered o’er his brow, when death 
In all his gloomy horrors close appears, 

And warns him to prepare to yield his breath: 
No children, whom his hand has train’d with care 

In virtue and in duty’s path, are nigh, 

To stay his tottering steps; his griefs to share; 

To watch him with afiection’s filial eye. 

And stretch’d at length upon his dying bed, 

While mortal damps bedew his pallid brow, 
And racking doubts his aching head, 

Behold the wretched unbeliever now. 

No recollection now of pious deeds 

Can cheer the soul, can sooth the parting groan: 
He feels the grasp of death: the world recedes, 

And all is void: an awful dark anknown— 
And oh! Is this his boasted happiness ? 

Is this a life of enviable bliss ? 

Js this a life of happy blessedness ? 
A life how sad! A death how dreadful this! 
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